3 Issues From the Farmer/Lender Surveys

In 2002, lenders and sustainable farmers were asked various questions related to credit and sustainable
agriculture, including: 1) how open lendersareto alternative agricultural enterprises, 2) how profitable
these enterprisesarein comparison to conventional enter prises, and 3) how bright the futureisfor sustain-
able far ming. The answers to these three questions showed a significant gap between farmers and lenders.
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SOURCE: Getting a Handle on the Barriersto Financing Sustainable Agriculture: The Gaps Between Farmers &
Lendersin Minnesota and Wisconsin, Land Stewardship Project, June 2003,
www.landstewardshi pproject.org/pdf/edsurvey.pdf
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